House Group Studies: Summer 200#m Stewart




The order of the studies differs slightly from the order of the sermons to allow us to meet the needs of the All Age communion in July

6 May 2007 Handing on the Tradition 1Cor 15.1-11 Luke 22.14-23
13 May 2007 Mark why end like this? Isa 26.16-19 Mark 16.1-8
20 May 2007 Matthew - curious features Hosea 6 Matt 28.1-15
27 May 2007 Luke - walking and talking Isa 52.13-53.12 Luke 24.13-35
3 June 2007 The raising of Lazarus John 11.1-44

10 June 2007 John: recognising and misrecognising Gen 32.22-32 John 20.1-18
17 June 2007 Acts: Preaching the risen Lord Acts 2.22-36 John 12.20-36
24 June 2007 Ascension - the end of the resurrection appearances Acts 1.1-11 Luke 24.45-53

1 July 2007 The renewal of all things Ezek 37.1-14 John 3.1-16

8 July 2007 1 Corinthians - Part 2 1 Cor 15.12-28 John 14.1-14
15 July 2007 1 Corinthians - Part 3 1 Cor 15.29-34 1 Cor 15.35-58
22 July 2007 Resurrection and Moral Order 1 Peter 1 .3-12 Rev 1.12-18
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BEDROCK OF FAITH

INTRODUCTION

Paul seems to have left the best till last. 1Corinthians is a long letter which climaxes in
a long chapter all about the resurrection. Paul deals with a number of issues along the
way, but, read as a whole, the letter gives the clear impression that whatever was
going on with the other matters, the question of resurrection was the really important

one.

In 1 Corinthians Paul is dealing with something of absolutely basic importance. The
issue is something on which Christian faith stands or falls. If it is frue that Jesus rose
from the dead, then all the claims of Christian faith must be considered, but if it is not
true then there is no point in going forward. indeed all that has gone before will have

been worse than pointless.

This is no recent claim, but comes right from the pages of the New Testament. It can be
traced in outline by looking at the four occasions when Paul uses the phrase 'in vain'

in just one chapter of his first letter to the Corinthians.

M In 15.2 he opens up the possibility that they have 'come to believe in vain'. At
this stage, in a long letter, he reminds them that this is bedrock material. If they
do not believe this, everything else is in vain.

M In 15.10 he asserts that God’s work in him has not been 'in vain'. He has
himself responded to the grace of God at work within him and it has been
producing fruit.

M ‘In vain’ comes up twice in verse 14. All Paul's preaching and their believing

would have been in vain if this bedrock truth turns out to be unreliable.

Finally, having explained what he knows they need to hear again it is repeated in verse

58 when they are encouraged.

"Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the
work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in

vain.'

THINGS WE VALUE

There are many different things that have been valued from the New Testament and
through the history of the Church. The development of education and medicine - to go
no further - would have been very different were it not for the Christian Church. The

command to love one's neighbour as oneself was understood to mean more than




caring for those who were like-minded. then the ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan’
(Luke 15) challenged Christians to extend that love beyond the boundaries of church
or family. The telling ‘Parable of the Sheep and the Goats’ (Matthew 25) made it clear
that this extension of love was rooted in the expectations of God. Even so, however
good these things may be, if the foundation on which we stand is not certain (even

excellent) all these other outcomes turn out to be somewhat fragile.

Worse than fragile it would turn out to have been built on a lie. Paul is very clear
about this.

We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of
God that he raised Christ-—- whom he did not raise if it is true that the
dead are not raised. (15.15)

We cannot offer love for our neighbour on the grounds that it reflects the very
character of God and at the same time misrepresent him. It would be a horrible
distortion to offer education and health care in the name of a God we were lying

about.

What God did in raising Jesus from the dead, is the basic truth Paul analyses very
carefully in the long fifteenth chapter of his first letter to Corinth. The resurrection of
Jesus is the truth on which Christian faith stands or falls. We will look at the chapter
in three parts, coming to the second and third parts after we have looked more closely
at the resurrection of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels and as preached in Acts. The

resurrection itself is the subject of the whole study.

1 CORINTHIANS 15.1-11

We need to take this step by step. First of all we will explore some indications that the
resurrection really was an essential part of the proclamation of the Gospel. (More of
this will be covered later when we come to look at the Acts of the Apostles which
relates the early preaching of the gospel). Then we will consider the way in which the
essential points of the Gospel were agreed and presented as traditions that must be
handed on to all Christians everywhere. In the final part of this opening session we

will then sum up the key points of these opening verses of 1 Corinthians 15.
9 The heart of the Gospel

Teaching about resurrection was part of Paul's preaching wherever he went. When in
Athens this emphasis on resurrection led to misunderstanding, and some people

(mishearing), thought that he was talking about a new god called 'Resurrection' (Acts




17.18). Acts 17 also makes clear that when in Thessalonica Paul had made a point of

preaching about the resurrection of Jesus.

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three sabbath days argued

with them from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it was




